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Riviera Club Destroyed by Fire, 
PY Brush Blaze Imperils Homes

CLUB FIRE Firemen are battling the flame* sweeping out of 
the Hollywood Rrviera Club, which was destroyed in An early* 
morning blaze Thursday. Ten fire companies from Torrance and

Redondo Beach fought the fire, which broYre out Tn the cocktail 
bar of the establishment. Cause of the fire is still under investi­ 
gation.
» ,4——w———————.,——„———

ON THE FIRE LINE Residents, including teen­ 
agers, helped 100 firemen in putting out a brush 
fire which erupted in the Malaga Cove area of 
the Palos Verdes Peninsula Thursday evening.

Although 25 luxurious homes were threatened 
by the fire, they all escaped destruction.

Press Photo by Milt Svertik

THE OTHER SIDE This part ot the building, 
which contained the bar and dance floor, re­ 
ceived the heaviest damage in the fire. Blaze 
Woke out in northwest corner of the club house

and spread south, destroying more than 50 per 
cent of the club, which was designed as a (u 
ury spot during the 1920s.

lux-

Service to 
Hill Home 
Is Steep

Water officials were instruct­ 
ed to come In Tuesday with a 
recommendation to serve 
solitary hillside house with mu­ 
nicipal service.

Water Superintendent Angus 
McVlcar reported last week that 
in order to serve the one house 
now nearing completion at 24648 
Hawthorne blvd., It will cost 
the department approximately 
$8300.

But a spokesman for Mrs 
Gwen Bartlett, owner of the 
house, said that the city has a 
duty to supply all resident* 
within its diBtrlct with water, 
regardless of the costs. 

PrniMure Pump
The assertion was made by 

Al Glanni, who described him- 
 elf as a friend of the owner.

Last week McVicar said in a 
report that, Mrs. Bartlett could 
install a service on Newton st., 
and by menns of a pressure 
tank and pump, could bring 
water to her home at the cost 
of $600.

But if the city were to do the 
job, It would require 700 feet 
of pipe,'a pneumatic tank and 
two pumps, with the total to 
coat $8300.

"I know of at least two people 
who would develop their prop­ 
erty there if they had water," 
declared Councilman .1. A. Bea«- 
ley. "Something should be done 
to give the people service."

Need Plans
Councilman Robert Jahn ob­ 

served that he agrees with Mc­ 
Vlcar, but since other lots will 
be developed in the area, a sys­ 
tem should be designed to serve 
that section

"There's a lot of buck passing, 
they'll have to do something 
aynway," assorted Giannl. "The 
city wants to buy up private 
companies, but doesn't have 
enough to serve this area."

McVicar said that the cost of 
serving the one house would be 
far more thnn the revenue ob­ 
tained even though a few more 
homes mjght be built immedi­ 
ately.

POOI, WORK HHKLVKf)
Decision on a recommenda­ 

tion to spend $17,000 for im­ 
provements at the Ben stead 
Swimming Pool was postponed 
for two weeks by the City Coun-* 
ciL

PROBE CAUSE Investigators under direction of Sgt. Hatcher 
of the sheriff's arson spuad, dig rubble of club house to seek 
clues to the cause of the disastrous fire.

CLUB'S TOWER This is a veiw up into the tower of the Riviera 
Club. Bathroom fixtures can be seen on an upper floor. Firemen 
tore down the tower Thursday afternoon as a safety measure.

Upset Bride Leads 
Police on Chase

A young bride who said site was emontionally upset over 
her separation from her husband of a month, led police on a 
five milo rhase in her sportscar before she was finally ar­ 
rested in Torrnnce Wednesday night.

Booked In Hennosa Beach jail was Mrs. Patricia Sutton, 
29, of 16505 Prairie ave., Lawndale, who posted $263 ball on 
a suspicion of drunk driving charge.

Mrs. Button successfully eluded three police cars for sev­ 
eral miles until finally Torrance Officers Jim'Kirby and 
Richard Humphrey stopped her near Redondo Beach blvd. 
and Prairie ave.

In stopping the small sportscar, police nudged their car 
against hers, causing very minor damage.

The chaso started at Pacific Coast Highway and Ciould 
lane, where Hermosa Beach officers stopped her for a cita­ 
tion. They said that while they were discussing the alleged 
infraction, Mrs. Sutton roared off, eastbound.

The Torrance police car joined the chase at 174th st. and 
KinRsdale ave., but each time that they had her stopped, Mrs. 
Sutton jammed on her brakes, and backed around the police 
car.

At Prairie ave. and Redondo Beach blvd. she raced 
through a service station to avoid being stopped, officers said.

Investigators Probe 
Cause of Dawn Blaze

A thorough investigation into the disastrous fire which de­ 
stroyed the once swank Hollywood Riviera Club early Thursday 
morning, will not be completed for several days. 

Arson investigators from
Torrance Fire Department and 
the Sheriff's Department spent 
the entire day combing the rub­ 
ble for causes of the early morn­ 
ing blaze, which gutted the land­ 
mark of the Roaring 20's.

Fire Chief J. J. Benner, who 
directed six Torrance and four 
Redondo Beach companies in 
fighting the holocaust, estimated

Swanky 
Houses 
Saved

(5ne hundred firemen battled 
a wind-fanned brush fire in Pal- 
os Verdes Thursday evening, 
successfully saving 25 luxurious 
homes from destruction.

For a time the flames threat­ 
ened the exclusive residential 
area near Malaga Cove, but resi­ 
dents assisted the fight by hos­ 
ing down their houses to prevent 
structural loss.

More than 100 acres were 
burned by the fire, which was 
whipped by an ocean breeze.

Teenager* assisted the fight by 
digging trenches and manning 
garden hoses.

Firemen from Palos Verdes, 
the county, Torrance and beach 
cities joined in the four-hour 
battle to stop the flames.

Firemen believe the brush fire 
was started by a careles motor­ 
ist who might have flipped out a 
cigarette.

in the path of the fire were 
those owned by opera star Dor­ 
othy Kirsten, Joseph Szegti, 
famed violinist and Dr. John E. 
French, chief of the neuro-surgi- 
cal staff of the UCLA Medical 
Center.

At least three persons were 
Injured in the fire.

Patricia Webb, of 1025 Via 
Nogales, was hurt when she 
fell from the roof of her house 
while trying to wet it down 
with a garden hose.

Two youths from t.he County 
Road Camp suffered were also 
hurt.

Rent Cut 
Sought 
From City

Final decision in the amount 
of rent to charge for a choice 
location at Torrance Municipal 
Airport will be made Tuesday.

Informally, councilmen have 
indicated they will turn down 
Sidney Hodemaker, owner of 
Hody's restaurant chain, on his 
request to trim down the $600 
a month rent.

Herbert Albright, representa­ 
tive for the restaurateur, asked 
that the rent, which is to go 
from $175 to $600 a month as of 
Oct. 1. should be reduced, since 
construction on the eating place 
has not yet been started.

The Council pointed out that 
the city has already given a six 
months' extension to April 1, on 
the completion date of the cafe, 
and that the pact is three years 
old.

Several Council members are 
also miffed at Hodemaker be­ 
cause the proposed restaurant at 
Crenshaw blvd. and Pacific 
Coast hwy. will not be as large 
as had originally been planned.

Albright said the size reduc­ 
tion was due to changes in plans 
for the Airport Triangle Shop­ 
ping Center across the street.

SAVES COUNTY MONKY
An upsurge in money-saving 

suggestions has resulted since he 
gave a talk on the program, 
Charles Deck of Torrance, 
member of the County Sugges 
tion Award Board, announced.

minimum of $120,000. Loss of 
contents is expected to bring the 
final figure over the $200,000 
mark.

Mixed Reaction 
Immediate reaction to the fire 

was one of mixed emotions.
While some residents regretted 

loss of the landmark of never- 
filled promises, others were jubil­ 
ant over the destruction of the 
place which had led to numer­ 
ous complaints over late hour 
jam sessions and unruly patrons 
in recent months.

The fire also ended plans for 
the joint purchase of the prop­ 
erty at 201 Paseo de la Playa by 
Torrance and Redondo Beach for 
use as a youth center.

But Mayor Albert Isen, who 
had suggested the idea, said 
that it might be possible to ask 
the county to develop it at a re­ 
gional recreation center.

Starts in Bar
The fire was reported at 3:25 

a.m. after it broke out in the 
cocktail bar in the northwest 
corner of the building. From 
there it swept through the south­ 
ern part of the building, includ­ 
ing the 40-foot tower.

Several residents of th« club 
fled their rooms in night appar­ 
el, and no one was reported hurt 
in the blaze.

Norton Wisdom, who holds the 
lease on the building and who 
has recently been the target of 
official criticism for his opera­ 
tions, was not at the club, when 
the fire broke out, but returned 
shortly afterward.

Club Resident,* 
Among those who resided on 

the club., premises were J u 1 i   
Hayes, a hostess. Robert Higgin», 
49, Burt Noel and Harry Schaf- 
fer.

Wisdom reportedly was at his 
new night club, the Club Royal, 
in Hollywood, when the fi r e 
broke out, as was Mrs. Nancy 
LaRu , who lists herself as sec­ 
retary-treasurer of the leasing 
organization.

After the blaze was contained, 
the tower, which contained a 
hideaway which could be entered 
by a trap-door, was still stand­ 
ing. It was jerked down 'Thurs­ 
day afternoon, when firemen 
pulled a supporting column with 
a fire engine as a safety meas* 
ure.

The investigation was headed 
by Sgt. Ed Hatcher of the Sher­ 
iffs arson squad, who said that 
he would not be able to give a 
report until an extensive prat* 
has been completed.

 Bent' <Yowd
A huge crowd, including "beat 

generation" characters, gathered 
around the scene and Torrance 
and Redondo Beach police had 
some difficulty in keeping them 
a safe distance from the fire.

One man. Jarad P. Morrison, 
19, of 300 Paseo de la Playa, was 
booked on a charge of failing 
to obey a police officer at the 
scene of a fire, when he assert- 
edly refused to follow orders to 
move back. He was arested by 
Officer Jim Kirby.

The club is technically owned 
by the Hollywood Riviera Com­ 
munity Association and the Hunt- 
ington Land Co.. with the latter 
managing it.

Hold Membership 
As originally conceived by 

Clifford fleid. developer of the 
area, each lot owner in Holly­ 
wood Riviera held a membership 
in the association, which also 
owned the club house.

The developer envisioned the 
club house as a luxurious oper­ 
ation for its members, but the 
depression foiled his plans.

The Huntington Land Co., 
which sold the land to Reid, took 
over the club and leased it to 
various operators, most of whom 
failed financially.

Wisdom, the present lessor, re­ 
portedly pays a $700 monthly 
lease, and had approximately six 
years to go on his 10-year pact 

Building officials said that 
since the place will require more 
than 50 per cent alteration, it 
will presumably have to be razed 
completely before it can b« re­ 
built.
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